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pression of 


cowardice’: war no longer alternative to peace 


Reginald Thompson, author of “Cry Korea” and former Daily Telegraph War 
Correspondent, not a pacifist, in this artiele declares his “conscientious objection to the 


Mass annihilation of defenceless people.” 
W are 


He says that the alternatives thut confront 


CATASTROPHE — OR PEACE 


HERE is only one problem today of overwhelming urgency and impor- 


& tance in the affairs of men. 
Vival of our civilisation. g 
There used to be an alternative 


Upon its resolution hangs the sur- 
It is the question of peace. 


to peace called war. Ii was, in many 


Ways, an undesirable alternative but from it sprang good as well as evil, 


and by its potency many political problems were solved. 


ae done. War has become obsolete. 


Those days 
It will never happen again. 


The horror that overhangs our civilisation is that peace has become 


—or will became—obsolete also. 


Let there be no mistake: let there be 
NO illusion: the atomic bomb even without 
‘Ne Hydrogen bomb, upon the production 
Of which the energies and resources of a 
Meat industrial nation are feverishly en- 
Saved, has put an end to war, Long range 
Massacre, probably without warning, and 
Probably anonymous, is in its place. The 
Stratery of the West since 1945 has been 


By Reginald 
Thompson 


based upon atomic weapons. _ Atomic 
Weapons mean catastrophe, especially for 
this island. Bach individual must face the 
atomic bomb, and all that it means. 


C ications between Nations have 
largely broken down. The barrier of alien 
ideas expressed in alien tongues has grown 

monstrous proportions. Words have be- 
Come meaningless beyond narrow boun- 
aries. The only hope of peace lies with 
the people; with us; with each one and 
all of us, 


Massacre of the defenceless 


. Il confess that the prospect is bleak, for 
M seems that nothing short of catastrophe 
will arouse the people from the apathy and 
despair in which they are sunk. And then it 
wil] be too late. 

It is now nearly tavo years since I de- 
Veloped, with the speed of a revelation that 
Could not be denied, a conscienitious objec- 
ion to the mass annihilation of defence- 
less people, and even to wholesale slaughter 
Without military necessity. In the midst 
of the degrading humiliation of the flight 
of the United States forces from the 
‘hongehon river in 1950, when it seemed 
that the atomic bomb was to be unloosed 
Mce more, I knew that this way out was 
hot for me. At last the reality of the de- 
Yelopment of war to mass annihilation of 

e defenceless had been brought home to 
Ne Civilians, at first inaluded, had be- 
“ome the target. 


. The foul face of the Twentieth Century 
18 ravaged with the pock marks and craters 
of hideous crimes. If these crimes had not 
Passed me by, they had failed also to 
awaken mie. I knew of the monstrous 
Sombine of Nanking by the Japanese. I 
knew of the mustard gas used against the 
‘byssinians. I knew of the massacre of 
ens of thousands of the defenceless in 
the jast days of World War Hl. I knew 
about Hiroshima and Nagasaki. And, of 
Course, I knew about the gas chambers and 
d seen tens of thousands of my fellow 
Men degraded below the level of beasts. 


_ But to know was not emough. I had 
Walked knee deep in death and destruction 
or years, but in Korea for the first time I 
hae at first hand the shame and utter 
Orror of the indiscriminate massacre of 
he defenceless, unable to hit back. I had 
fi Ver experienced this before. I knew at 
tst thand the craven degradation and 
®Wardice of the atom mind. 


Christians accept genocide 


l wrote in my diary: 

“Tre atom bomb is the ultimate expres- 
N of cowardice; the ultimate affront to 
S.0en dignity. And it is the denial of 
By: How can one imagine a man, or 
#,20dy of men, so lacking in humility, that 
tio”. shou'd dare to sit in conclave to pro- 
ence utter destruction on countless thou- 

nds of their fellow men ?” 


And from that day a new world of 
neliness and personal conflict opened out 
he! of me. Iam no pacifist. I will fight 
wie MY home at the frontiers of my country 
inigaes Personal weapons. But I will not 
Nase life at the price of the mass 


Si 


a 
it ihilation of innocent people. Already 
hag estimated that the crime of genocide 


accounted for 50 million people in this 


century, and it is calculated that for each 
child saved by modern hygiene and medical 
care, twenty adults are slaughtered by 
modern, methods. 


My attitude to this has put me outside 
the pale of what is called civilisation. 
Nearly all those with whom I was brought 
up, nearly all those with whom I loved to 
play and talk, nearly all Christians— 
newspaper men, bank managers, bus con- 
ductors, even many soldiers, believe appar- 
ently in the crime of genocide. Curiously 
they do not seem to believe in bacterio- 
logical warfare, and become quite indignant 
about it. It is quite rigtht to shrivel peonle 
(especially coloured people) with napalm; 
quite right to destroy tens of thousands 
with atom bombs; quite right to work with 
desperate urgency to make practical the 
conversion of huge tracks of the world to an 
uninhabitable radio-active waste. Quite 
wrong to spread germs. Quite right, how- 
ever to work hard on the means of spread- 
ing germs. 


‘Lewis Mumford sums up 


In these last months I have read the 
works of many _ scientists, medical men, 
scholars, and philosophers on these matters. 
I think that the American philosopher, 
Lewis Mumford, sums up the consensus of 
educated world opinion when he concludes 
that we are ruled by “moral imbeciles and 
psychotics.” Here is a relevant passage 
from the third volume of his trilogy, 

“Western civilisation has now plainly 
come to a point where al] the processes 
of disintegration and barbarism... are 
fully in view: the faceless and heartless 
man, the gangster, the connoisseur of 
violence who has devaluated everything 
about life except the instruments for de- 
facing it, the inventors of ithe extermina- 
tion camp, the agents and potential prac- 
titioners of random violence who devise 

H bombs and biological instruments of 

genocide: all these are not merely in 

our midst but they include supposedly 
honourable and intelligent members of 
our society: the final proof of our ex- 


treme debasement. The processes of 
negation they have set in motion 
threaten to bring ruin to our civi- 
lisation. .. .” 


These conclusions seem inescapable to 
me, and I cannot escape from them waking 
or ‘sleeping, I do not know how people 
lke the Pope and the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury reconcile genocide with Christianity. 
I know that most of the victims are 
coloured Asiatics just now, but Christ and 
the Virgin Mary were coloured too. So 
than even if all that Christ said is dis- 
counted, how do they discount the colour 
of his skin, and make Him “save” white 
men only ? I don’t know the answer to 
these simple questions. 5 


Must call a halt 


But I do know that the peace we seek 
cannot be purchased with atom bombs or 
by any means of indiscriminate mass 
massacre, I do know thiai, peace cannot be 
built upon fear and hatred. 

Day after day by our actions, by our 
wanton destruction of Korea and its people 
from the air, we are burning down the last 
remaining bridge of hope between East and 
West, and we are smearing and degrading 
our whole story. Day after day by our 
deeds we are hastening the hour of annihi- 
lation, and the suicide of civilisation. 

It is time—God knows it is past time— 
to call a halt. he original rights and 
wrongs in Korea are already submerged in 
a maze of beshiality and horror, unmatched, 
I believe in all the human story. 

_The only answer must be the voize of 
civilisation arising from each individual 
human throat. Then and only then may 
this monstrous threat be lifted from our 
civilisation. The ultimate outrage must not 
be. It is now—or never. 

Perhaps we are not all “moral imbecjles,” 
but only moral cowards. Let us then find 
our courage, and find it fast. 


Task of the resistance 


By 0. CALDECOTT 


a. passive resistance movement 
\ in South Africa has continued 
during the past week with undimin- 
ished intensity. The Manchester 
Guardian reported on Tuesday, 19th 
August, that at many centres of the 
Union the campaign was increasing 
—on Monday 205 Africans were 
arrested in Port Elizabeth, 89 in 
Johannesburg and 87 in Grahams- 
town. 


Reports received indicate that the cam- 
paign is expected to start soon in Durban 
and that plans are well advanced for a 
powerful drive there. Recruiting 1s also 
proceeding in Cape Town where a meeting 
in support of the campaign was held in the 
Municipal banquetting hall earlier this 
month. Two of the speakers, Sam Kahn 
and Johnson Ngwevela, both of whom are 
banwed under the Suppression of Com- 
munism Act from attending political 
patherings, delivered their addresses in 
absentia: they recorded them on tape and 
their words were broadcast over the loud- 
speaker system. 


The united party attitude 


Meanwhile, the leader of the Opposition, 
J. G. N. Strauss, MP, has made clear the 
attitude of the United Party to the resist- 
ance campaign. In a speech on August 22 
he said (according to the Manchester 
Guardian) that the campaign was neither 
in the interests of the non-Huropeans nor 
the country as a whole. This speech and 
others that have preceded it in recent 
months have shattered the last few remain- 
ing hopes that the country can expect fun- 
damental changes if the Government loses 
the next election. 


It is important to understand that, as 
The Times put it last week, “the laws pre- 
serving social segregation between the 
black and white races were n'ot introduced 
by the Nationalists but are regarded by 
both parties as necessary to preserve white 
civilisation in. South Africa.” 


This unanimity of white opinion on the 
“preserving of white civilisation” means 
that the passive resistance campaign of the 
African) people cannot hope in the im- 
mediate future to achieve its nominal ob- 
jectives. It can hope, however, for cer- 
tain other important results. It can do 
much to train the younger leadership of the 
Africans in the method of non-violent re- 
sistance ayd it may serve to bring closer 
together those many mutually-suspicious 
factions in the non-white community whose 
antagonipns serve only to strengthen the 
hand of the government. Eoually impor- 
tant, the campaign is attractize the sym- 
nathw of the democratic elements in many 
counries to whom is being demonstrated 


the strong moral case on which the resist- | 


ance movement has taken its stand. 


It is also to be hoped that the African 
and other no~+European peonles will in the 
future come to regard non-violence not. orlv 
as a sunerior tactic but also as superior in 
principle to any other method of struggle. 


Friends receive reply 
from Pekin 


HE following cable has been re- 
ceived at Friends House, Lon- 
don, from Pekin, in reply to the 
appeal for a new initiative to end the 
war in Korea which was cabled by 
the Friends’ World Conference to the 
Foreign Ministers of China, the 
USSR, the USA and Great Britain, 
and other statesmen: 


“Cable Angust 6 to Minister Chou en- 
Lai received. Glad to learn desire for 
peace expressed by World Conference of 
Fviends (Quakers). Chinese people stand 
firmly for and strive after Korean armis- 
tice agreement and peaceful settlement of 
Korean question on just and reasonable 
basis, and welcome all sincere efforts made 
in this connection.” 


The cable was signed by Ohang Han-Fu, 
Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs in the 
Central Peoples’ Government of the 
Peoples’ Republic of China. 


poets 


HEN the Reverend Richard 

Baxter, a puritan Churchman 
of the Cromwellian and Restoration 
pericd was rebuked for intolerance 
and reminded that want of religious 
toleration had been his own capital 
grievance, he replied: 


“Oh, but the cases are very different. I 
was in the right; whereas those who will 
benefit by this new fangled toleration are 
shockingly in the wrong. 

Richard Baxter’s views on liberty and 
toleration have a great deal in common 
with the views of the Communists on the 
same subject today. 


I am reminded of the incident, re 
counted by De Quincy, on reading the ac- 
count given by Douglas Young, the Scot- 
tish author, in Forward, of a talk he and 
his colleagues had with a group of socialist 
writers during ‘their visit to Russia last 
month in association with the Authors’ 
World Peace Appeal. 


Doing this, Mr. Young is careful not to 
comment but to let the conversation speak 
for itself, and it is very eloquent. It should 
help us to understand that iz our approach 
to Russia we have to take account of a very 
different attitude of mind, and a different 
set of values from our own. ‘Probably if 
we could today have a better and more 
sympathetic understanding of the Puritans 
of the English Commonwealth period we 
should be in a better position to understand 
the outlook of the patriotic Russian today. 


Outside discussion 


Mr, Young asked why it was felt neces- 
sary to prevent Russian wives of British 
subjects from joining their husbands. A 
good part of the reponse he evoked was of 
the fu quoque order and involved some sin- 
gular stories; for instance. that 4,500 
Englsh girls had married American Negro 
soldiers and had been prevented by the U.S. 
government from joining their husbands. 


The novelist Boris Polevoi, who is a 
deputy with a seat in the Supreme Soviet 
opened his remarks with the dictum: “A 
law of state ought not to be discussed.” 


The general attitude of these writers to 
this question seemed o be summed up by 
the poetess Galine Nikolayeva, however, 
whose comment Mr. Young records: 


“There is no love like that seen in the 
Soviet wives during the patriotic war and 
the reconstruction. She just could not 
understand a Russian wife abandoning 
her socialist Fatherland for a foreign 
husband; it must be a mistake of youth 
and inexperience, or else she could not 
be worthy of esteem.” 


Another poet, Samuel Marshak. re- 
marked that the separation of 55 couples 
was a small matter in the upheavals of 
war. “Only warriors of ideas can speak 
of love.” 


‘Towards tolerance 


The Russian Communists have a great 
deal in common with the English puritans 
—and with those who persecuted the Eng- 
lish puritans. It is unlikely that delega- 
tions of the AWPA type of group can 
bring us to an understanding of their point 
of view; but the contacts they make are 
well worth while if they help us to under- 
stand that what we have to deal with is 
3a different outlook on life from our own. 
A recognition that this difference is there 
can Increase the possibility of peaceful co- 
existence. 

A world in which the values which swp- 
port peace prevail will be a tolerant world. 
We have far to go to the attainment of these 
values, however, and in the transition we 
need to be able to achieve a certain toler- 
aree toward intolerance. ‘Orthodox Chris- 
tians,” said John Stuart Mill, “who are 
tempted to think that those who stoned to 
death the first martyrs must have been 
worse men than they themselves, owght to 
remember that one of those persecutors 
was St. Paul.” ded fe 


Colorado, USA, which has two pacifist 
groups (at Denver and Colorado Springs) 
may be the centre for a Fellowship of Re- 
conciliation Conference in October. Pro- 
posed conference leaders are K. K. Chandy. 
a Christian pacifist and acquaintance of 
Gandhi from India, and Enmanuele Mayr 
of Vienna, daughter of a leading Roman 
Catholic pacifist in Central Europe. 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N-4 
STAmford Hill 2262 (three lines) 


. 29th August, 1952. 


BEHIND THE AFRICAN 
STRUGGLE 


T is hard for people living outside 

South Africa to understand the 
crude reasonings of Dr. Malan and 
his nationalist party. They really 
believe that their mission in the 
world is to save white civilisation. 
The arguments Dr. Malan used in a 
debate in the South African As- 
sembly last March on the question 
of Central African Federation keep 
coming back to this: 


“We must maintain good understanding 
with the two Rhodesias We must 
stand togeher for the security of the Wes- 
tern European Civilisation.” Again, “we 
have a duty, and our future depends on it,— 
to maintain Western European Christian 
civilisation in the Union.” 


He attacked the British government who 
had given power to the peoples of the Gold 
Coast without consideration of the “cireum- 
stances or the degree of civilisation there.” 


The step taken in the Gold Coast was a 
disastrous one as far as Africa and the 
Union were concerned. Already the rep- 
ercussions had been felt. The natives of 
Northern Rhodesia had refused to have 
anything to do with federation unless there 
was a canstitution exactly the same as that 
of the Gold Coast. And then. for con- 
clusion, the refrain “We must live in friend- 
ship with the two Rhodesias. We must 
stand together for the maintenance of Wes- 
tern European Christian civilisation.” 


* 


With this in mind one can understand 
Dr, Malan’s reasoning with the African 
National Congress when they wrote to tell 
him the decision of the 39th Annual Con- 
ference, that unless all discriminatory 
legislation against non-Europeans were 
repealed by February 29th steps would be 
taken for concerted action, Dr. Malan 
through his secretary gave a long and con- 
sidered reply. He made three points: 

1. “You wilt realise, I think, that these 
differences (between the Bantu and the 
Europeans) are permanent and not man- 
made.” 

2. “You demand that the Union should 
mo longer remain a state controlled by the 
Europeans... Racial harmony cannot be 
attained in that manner. Compliance with 
such demands inevitably lead to disaster 
for all population groups.” 

3. “Your third point is that the differ- 
entiating laws are of an oppressive and de- 
grading nature. This again is a totally 
incorrect statement.” 

To this Dr. J. S. Moroka, Chairman of 
the African National Congress, has replied. 
“The question at issue,” he wrote, “is not 
one of biological differences, but one of 
citizenship rights which are granted in full 
measure to one section of the population 
and completely denied to the other by means 
of man-made laws artificially imposed, not 
to preserve the identity of Europeans as a 
separate community but to perpetuate the 
systematic exploitation of the African 
people...” 

“With reference ta the Campaign of mass 
action which the Africas! Naional Congress 
intends to launch, we would point out that 
tag. a defenceless and voteless people, we 
have explored other channels without suc- 
cess, 

“The African people are left with no al- 
ternative but to embark upon the Cam- 
paign. We desire to state emphatically 
that it is oyr intention to conduct this cam- 
paign in a peaceful manner, and that anv 
disturbances, if they should occur, will not 
be of our making. In reiterating our 
claim for direct representation we desire 
tix place on record our firm determination 
to redouhte our efforts for the atitainment 
of full citizenship richts.” 


* 


Here then are the arguments for and 
against the present Passive Resistance 
campaign in South Africa, used by the two 
leaders. Malan wants to save white civi- 
lisation; Moroka argues for civilisation _un- 
qualified. Albert Schweitzer, agsther Doc- 
tor, influenced by his life in Africa, speaks 
of qualified civilisation as not being 
civilisation at all. Devotion to a qualified 
partial civilisation can quickly lead to 
tyranny and barbarism, and it is not surpris- 
ing that Dr. Morioka is now on trial having 
been arrested at Thabanchu while attend- 
ing patients in his surgery. The Times 
report savs that “escorted to Thabanchu 
police station, where his finger prints were 
taken, he was charged under the Supres- 
sion of Communism Act, There has been 
no disturbance at Thabanchu as a result 
of the arrest. Dr. Moroka said that he 
wanted the African peceple to know of his 
arrest. He asks them to remain calm and 


to behave with dignity.” 

On the same day that Dr. Moroka was 
arrested two native medical students at 
Witwaterstrand University were also ar- 
rested. One was as¥ executive member of 


Cart before horse 


HE Soviet proposal that a con- 
ference of the four powers 
(with representatives of the West 
and East German governments 
ealled in fer consultation) should be 
held not later than October is marred 
by their insistence on their order for 
subjects to be discussed. 

We believe that Russia is wrong from 
every point of view in insisting that the 
proposals for a peace treaty with Germany 
should come first, to be followed by discus- 
sions on an all-German government, leav- 
ing until last the vital question of free 
elections. This is putting the cart before 
the horse. 

Only when there is agreement about the 
conditions for holding free elections will 
it be possible to secure an all-German gov- 
ernment: only when there is an all-German 
government will there be an authority with 
whom a peace treaty can be concluded. 
The Western powers have always made it 
clear that they regarded the question of 
free elections as vital, and this attempt on 
the part of Russia to delay discussion on 
the conditions which will secure free elec- 
tiony throughout Germany will be taken 
by Western propagandists as a further 
indication of Russian hypocrisy and of a 
desire to dodge the real issue. 


We can see no reason for the Russian 
insistence on their order unless they hope 
to secure agreement on the terms of a 
peace treaty and the withdrawal of all 
occupying forces. In view of the in- 
tense desire for a united Germany under 


a central German government, they 
might hope that this would so 
strengthen the appeal to West Germany 


that they would be ready to be less in+ 
sistent on the conditions for free elections 
and take a risk. 


There has been no desire to confine the 
discuesions to the question of ejections and 
indeed it would be absurd to do so, for 
the elections are of chief interest in making: 
possible a peace treaty with a central 
German government. We hope that the 
Western powers will not use the Soviet 
reply as a justification for calling off the 
conference and goiri¢ ahead with their 
plans to rearm Western Germany and in- 
terrate her irtto the Western system of 
defence. That wav is a further step on 
the road to war. Rather we hope that for 
the sake of peace in Europe the West will 
tbe willing to suggest some compromise 
which might. for example, ensure that a 
full commission should immediately tackle 
the question of the conditions necessary for 
free elections, and should if necessary sit 
simultaneously with and report to the 
other conference discussing the other two 
major issues, in the meanwhile. 


A £55,000,000 cheque 
for Alfred Krupp? 


LFRED KRUPP, who was re- 
leased from Landsberg Prison 
last year, after serving six years of 
a twelve year sentence for using 
slave labour during the war, has evi- 
dently worked his passage home. 
The “unspeakable” horrors of his 
Nuremburg ‘indictment are  ap- 
parently forgotten if not forgiven. 

The Allied High Commission is under- 
stood to have presented proposals to the 
Federal German Government under which 
Herr Krupp will receive £30m as compen- 
sation for his holdings in steel and coal. 
Further, his other properties, estimated at 
some £25m, would be returned to him later. 
It is expected that the Western German 
Government will agree to tha proposals, 
which have been drawn up in consultation 
with Herr Krupp’s U.S. lawyers. 

Under Allied Law 27 he may not control 
coal or steel assets, but he may hold as 
many non-voting shares as he wishes in 
the new firms into which the former 
Krupps ’empire has been divided. It would 
be naive to believe that immense share- 
holding can be simply an agreeable finan- 
cial arrangement, utterly divorced from 
political and industrial power. 

The German people—not to mention the 
average Z reservist—would have every 


‘right to feel cynical at this latest Allied 


surrender to one of the principal German 
industrialists who cleared the path for 
Hitler’s rise to power and who found War 
so extremely profitable. Why should Moscow 
bother to invent lies. when truths of this 
kind are stronyer than fiction and even 
better vropaganda ? 

Dr. Hardach, a director of the Krupp 
company, receritly told foreign students at 


the Youth League of the African National 
Congress. 

In a speech at the opening of the cam- 
paign Dr, Moroka said: “I hope that my 
people will enter into the struggle with 
faith and determination, but that they will 
act in such a way as to give the Europeans, 


and particularly the police, no opportunity | 


to use arms. I hope that the police will not 


do anything to pnovoke trouble and will | 


merely keep order, because our people are 
going to submit to anything that will be 
done to them without retaliation.” 


* 


To Dr. Moroka, to these young medical 
students, to the two or three thousand 
African men and women who have already 
been the forerunners of this campaign for 


freedom, and to all the volunteers who are | 


to be called on later to witness publicly to 
their faith, we send our greetings and en- 
couragement. 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


Bonn University that since a number of 
Krupp’s directors had been imprisoned for 
making’ armaments the new growp of firms 
had decided only to marufacture civilian 
goods. But the NATO powers are dis- 
turbed by the change of heart on the part 
of Krupp’s, for German industry is doing 
too well in supplying the world’s) export 
markets. If the German industrialists do 
not soon switch to armaments they may 
find thmselves in trouble once again. 


After all Krupps have not always served 
the Nazis. As far back as the Boer War, 
although German sympathies were with the 
Boers,Krupps furnished great quantities of 
arms and munitions for wse by Great 
Britain against the Boers. They have thus 
been capable of a genuine internatiornlism 
superior to mere moral prejudice. 


Arms and the Export 
Markets 


1HOUGH by no means the only 
vast maker of the weapons of 
war (and indeed linked in with the 
ring of international armament 
makers) Krupps symbolised the 
whole of the bloody traffic which 
makes profits out of the greatest woe 
of the world. 


The 12-year sentence of imprison- 
ment on Alfred Krupp in 1945, if it meant 


LYNMOUTH & THE 
GERMAN VALLEYS 


OUR comparison of benevo- 
lence in Lynmouth with 
callousness towards Korea is 
timely indeed, but there is an 
‘even more appropriate parallel 
which so far I have not seen 
drawn in any newspaper. 


How many of the kindly people who 
hurried to Devon to aid the victims— 
WVS workers. St. John Ambulance 
men, RSPCA officials, even the Minis- 
ter of Housing himself—ever reflected 
that nine years ago we as a nation in- 
flicted the same tragedy of loss and 
devastation upon the families of an- 
other area, the German valleys below 
the level of the Eder and Mohne 
dams? Instead of supplying toys and 
rescuing lost animals, we exuberantly 
destroyed the homes which held the 
toys, and drowned the pets with the 
children who treasured them. 


“What strikes me as odd,” a Lyn- 
mouth survivor remarked to the Ob- 
server’s correspondent, “is that it takes 
a disaster to make people behave like 
this.” Odder still is the inability of 
war-bemused human imagination to 
visualise and prevent disaster de- 
liberately inflicted upon the innocent 
households of a neighbouring people 
temporarily and absurdly treated as 
sub-human monsters in the meretri- 
cious excitement of a political quarrel. 
It is the more extraordinary because 
the Lynmouth floods and other com- 
parable catastrophes always show that 
helpfulness and sympathy are the nor- 
mal response of decent human nature, 
which if left to itself is far readier to 
create or reconstruct than to destroy. 


VERA BRITTAIN. 


anything at all, expressed a judgment on 
those who enable death to pay so huge a 
dividend. Alfred Krupp shares, although 
“non-voting,” are saleable. Such shares 
will become voting’ shares should Krupp 
decide to sell them, and there seems nothing 
to prevent his nominally disposing of them 
to deputies and thus maintaining a hidden 
control. 


This is certainly not the complete dis- 
armament of Germany guaranteed by the 
Potsdam and Cairo agreements, and apart 
from the personal problem of Alfred 
Krupp, it is a most sinister aspect of the 
whole plan to rearm Western Germany. 


_ The justification that the firm’s output 
is to be directed to making arms lest it 
should swamp our export markets if 
directed to the production of consumer 
goods argues an appalling Jack of respon- 
sibility as does the argument that compe- 
tition from a Germany not burdened with 
a “defence” programme is a valid reason 
for German rearmament. 


_ The answer lies in the opposite direc- 
tion. The peaceful solution of the German 
problem requires the establishment of a 
neutral and disarmed Germany on the 
understanding that her disarmament will 
be followed by the other powers. But be- 
cause we have no right to use disarmament 
for the purpose of securing a better stan- 
dard of living for ourselves regardless of 
the millions who are living below the 
poverty tine, what can be saved by dis- 
arming must be directed towards adequate 
proviston For mutual aid ard world de- 
velopment. Germany could then reason- 
ably be asked to pay into an International 
Fund for Mutual aid the equivalent of 


what she whould save on armaments €X- 
penditure on the understanding again 
that the other nations would do the same 
as soon as possible. 


Communists in Conference 


HE Nineteenth Conference of 
the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union is to open in October 
for the purpose of reviewing the or- 
ganisation of the Party and the pro- 
gramme for the second five-year 
plan. It is proposed to substitute 
tor the Poliburo (the 13 men respon- 
sible for policy) and the Orgburo 
(the 5 men responsible for adminis- 
tration) a single Praesidium, whose 
size has not yet been disclosed. __ 

This may be Stalin’s way of preparing 
for the emergency whieh his death would 
undoubtedly create and of establishing the 
position of the deputy Prime Minister, Mr. 
Malenkov. The plans imply a new perie 
of austerity and 2a return to a_ stricter 
party discipline. The second five year plan 
provides for an increase of 70 per cent Mm 
total industrial production. in the pera 
1951-55: for the doubling’ of power-houseé 
capacity, the trebling of hydro-electri¢ 
capacity; a big increase in steel production 
and shipping’ tonnage; a speed-up in agri 
cultural production; more and better goods 
at lower prices and considerably better 
hospital and medical gervices. 

Whether such a-programme can be ful- 
filled by the USSR in isolation or not, it 
is probably n'o mere conincidence that 2 
large and. and varied Chinese mission is 
now in Moscow. But what about trade 
relations between the East and the West? 
If it is really the desire of the Soviet 
Union to encourage East-West trade it is 
difficult to understand their failure to reply 
to the invitation of UNESCO to a confer- 
erce which has had to be abandoned as 2 
resujt. The USSR can hardly believe that 
the recent Moscow conference was such 2 
success that the larger and more offtcia! 
conference was not necessary. It looks 
more as if what was achieved at Moscow 
or the attitude of the Western Governments 
to that conference did not encourage them 
to expect anything worth while from 2 
larger conference not of their planning: 
We regret the decision of the Soviet Gov” 
ernment because we believe that the 
restoration of full trade between East and 
West is not only of vital importance t? 
both but is also an essential part of con 
structive peace-making. 


Doctor Kurt Schumacher 


BROKEN in health as the result 
of his experiences in the first 
world war and in Nazi concentratiom 
camps, Kurt Schumacher has died 2 
the age of 57 at a moment when tht 
forces of democrazy in Germany 
could ill afford to lose so virile am 
Courageous a leader. 

Unfortunately since the stroke whieh 
partly paralysed him on Christmas Eve b* 
has mot been able to take his place in th? 
Bonn Parliament, but he has remained 
very active behind the scenes and had iv 
completed his draft programme for we 
forthcoming conference of the Social 
Democratic Party. Schumacher was, 
vigorous opponent of a bi-partisan foreig® 
policy but equally alive to the dangers i 
herent in the aims and methods of th® 
Communists. His main political aim w43 
the achevement of a united Germany, an 
he was an uncompromising opponent of 
Dr. Adenauer because he felt that many 
ot the policies of the Christian Democrats: 
and not least the Contractual Agreement 
were not in the best interests of the unl’ 
fication of Germany, His last message 1? 
the German people, and to the world 
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emphasises the fact that the reunificatio® 
of Germany is a far more vital and. press 


lug need than the integration of a part 0 
Germany into Western Europe, 


The problem of finding his successor !. 


not going to be easy, though the obviov' 
choice is his right hand man Herr Olle 
hauer. Those of us who have seen tht 
dangers of a_ bi-partisan foreign polic! 
here will hope that the Social Democrats 
will not accent any coalition with the cP 
Party but will continue to provide an effec’ 


tive opposition with a constructive altern® 
' 


tive policy able to challenge Adenauer * 


the next election, and that the ill 2°’ 
water down their slogan “German Unill 
and no ties with East or West.” 


Pot and Kettle 
4 he transference of the venue of 
the armistice talks in Kore! 
from _a tent to a more permane®™ 
building constructed by the N. Kot 
eans seems to indicate that in the! 
view the deadlock is not likely to be 


resolved quickly, Even so this seem 
to be a better way of expressilé) 
their attitude than that of 
‘Americans who are continuing ther 
‘bombing raids with undiminish 
‘vigour with the intention of foreil? 
their view on the other negotiato™ 

No amount of warning to civilians ra 
the claim that napalm is only a form of ™, 
and that fire has been used as a weal? 
since biblical days, can justify this met! 
of mass_ destruction. The assertion 
General Harrison, the chief UN dele#?- 
at Panmuniom, that it must never be “f 
gotten that in dealing with a CommuU®)s 
you were always dealine with a comm) 
criminal savours of the pot calling Le 

(Continued on page’ six) 
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The modern 


does not fight. he 


is “fought” 


HE number of men who have changed 
war after being 
Made prisoners is doubtless greater because 
the war is essentially a civil war, but this is 
4 development of modern warfare that is not 


sides in the Korean 


Peculiar to civil conflict. 


_ A recent issue of Manas, a journal published 
N Los Angeles, remarks that there are many 
Stories of men during World War II who were 
Separated from their homes and families in 
differont revions of Central Europe and carried 
away to fight for either the Germans or the ; 
Ussians, whichever had been able to bring 


hem under their control. 


“We happen to know of one instance, 
Says Manas, wherein brothers seized at 
ifferent times, were fighting on opposite 
Sides of World War I. These brothers 
had no control over their fate, indicated 
no preference, and had no interest, either 
Personal or social, in fightinie for either 
side. But they were “fought” in the same 
way that a captured boat may be immedi. 
ately pul to use against its builders.” 


An article from the Readers’ Digest is 
Moted which records the activities of 
Hakan “human torpedoes ” im the war: 


“ Riding a strange submergible craft in 

o-man teams, the daredevil Italian 

ivers penetrated the defences of 
Gibraltar, fastened timed torpedo war- 
heads to the keels of Allied vessels, and 
Yisked the harbour’s submarines once 
Again in thrilling escapes. 

“One of the ships put out of action by 
these itacties was commanded by Vice- 
Admiral Sir Charles Morgan, of the 
British Navy. In 1944, after the Italian 
armistice, the same Italianms—just as 
courageously—operated against German 
shipping for the Allies, and sank a cruiser 
and a submarine. In March of 1945, 
Admiral Morgan pinned a medal upon 
the breast of the man who had ruined 
his ship a few years before.” 

These are two out of scores of instances 
Which show how war has become so de- 
Personalised as to raise doubt whether any 
Soldier today can claim to be fighting to 
efend a way of life that exists to maintain 
the rights of the individual. 


risoners or Allies ? 


he following illustration of the same 
t@€ndeney comes from an article by Dwight 
Macdonald in Politics. 
With their customary thoroughyess, 
the Germans carried what might be called 
collective irresponsibility’ to its logical 
extreme. To cope with the Anglo-Ameri- 
can armies poured into France after D- 
ay, they impressed great numbers of 
Poles, Russians, Frendhmen, Italians, 
Czechs, Georgians, Mongolians—most of 
them war prisoners given a choice be- 


tween starvation and service in the 
Reichswehr. 
“In some German regiments, the 


colonel needed an interpreter to make 
his commands understood. Even crack 
SS divisions were filled out with these 
> foreign conscripts, all of whom, even the 
tt 


iIPOISON & ANTIDOTE 


ANONYMITY is the curse of the age. 
. I mean one of the curses. There are 
‘thers (full list. on application). 

Government is increasingly anonymous; 
A economic forces which control our social 
= grow more and more impersonal and 
‘mote—which is annoying, for the ex- 

Sited masses know not at whom to throw 
teir bricks. 

Without anonymity modern war could 
‘ver he waged. For how could civilisation 
Ye defended, if the gallant airman knew 

ich women and children he was about 

burn to death or flay alive ? 

Perhaps the most common form of the 
«Mplaint is the anonymous letter. The 

Oison Pen” is a popular subject of 

tive fiction, and in real life news- 
Vipers seize gleefully on every specimen. 
tose of us who make our controversial 
‘Pinions publicly known receive lots of 
{a¢m—though these, admittedly, tend to 

dd to the gaiety, rather than the sorrow, 
°f nations. 

i This urge to cause trouble to others from 
Mg vantage of security is 2 common form 
ih neurosis. Its cause is obvious: like the 
ta isible cap of the fairy hero (a dirty 

Tick, [ alwavs thought, and far from 

cket), it gives a consoling illusion of 

Wer to people suffering from a_ sense 

frustration or impotence. 

put all vices have their compensating 
ty es; and, happily, anonymity is a means 
See nevolence as well as destruction. The 
bee ct pen is dipped not always in poison 
th sometimes in the antidote. So, with 
reer abuse, come often anonymous 

Then blessed be these unseen friends who 
ha Rood by stealth and blush to sign a 
wwe. For by their humility they give the 
aot a smiling face and dispel our 
Cons of the dark. B. J. BOOTHROYD. 
Tort butions since August 15: £39 13s. 10d. 

Pi. for 1952: £637 16s. 8d. 

3 al make cheques, ete, payable to 

Cre. News, Ltd., and addzess them to 
’ Brittain, Treasurer, 


Peace News, 
Blackstock Road, N.4. 


soldier 


y 
THE MODERN CAREER 


Mongolians, were officially listed as 
* Volksdeutsche.’ 

“he Allies in France found them- 
selves confronted by a veritable Inter- 
national in Reichswehr uniforms. Many 
of these Volksdeutsche’ shot their 
officers and came over to the Allied side 
at the first chance, giving our High Com- 


mand a typical modern problem. 


“Were they allies? (But they wore 
the Genman uniform.) Or were they 
prisoners ? (But they hated the uniform 
they wore.) 


“ All that could be said with certainty 
is that they were fought on the German 
side. The passive verb is intentional: 
the modern soldier does not ‘fight’; he 
is ‘fought,’ like a battleship or other 
inanimate mechanism.” 


The Travelled Tibetans 


The late George Orwell had the follow- 
ing account in the Tribune during the war: 
“Among the German prisoners cap- 
tured in France there are a certain num- 
ber of Russians. Some time back two 
were captured who did not speak Russian 
or any other language that was known 
either to their captors or their fellow- 
prisoners. Tihey could, in fact, only con- 
verse with one another. A professor of 
Slavonic languages, brought down from 
Oxford, could make nothing of what they 
were saying. Then it happened that a 
sergeant who had served on the frontiers 
of india overheard them talking and 
recognised their laneuage, which he was 
able to speak a little. It was Tibetan! 
After some questioning he managed to 
vet their story out of them. 

“Some years earlier they had strayed 
over the frontier into the Soviet Union 
and been conscripted intto a labour bat- 
talion, afitenwards being sent ‘to western 
Russia when the war with Germany broke 
out. They were taken prisoner by the 
Germans and sent too North Africa; 
later they were sent to France, then ex- 
changed into a fighting unit when the 
Second Front opened, and taken prisoner 
by the British. All this time they had 
been able to speak ‘to nobody but one 
another, and had no notion of what was 
happening or who was fighting whom. 

4 “Tt would round the story off neatly 
if they were now conscripted into the 
British Army and sent to fight the 
Japanese, ending up somewhere in 
Central Asia, quite close to their native 
village, but still very much puzzled as 
to what it is all about.” 
All these men were being fought. Of 
how many men in the conscript armies of 
the world today would the active verb be 


more appropriate ? 


THE GOLDEN FEAST* 


HIS is the book which, I am 

sure to the joy of all pacifists, 

won the thousand dollar M. R. L. 

Freshel Award of the Millenium 
Trust, New York. 


As well as doing a vast number of other 
valuable things, Roy Walker is con- 
cerned in this book to suggest tentatively 
that not only in the Golden Age did the 
lion He down with the lamb, but that he 
may do so again. 


Experiments in a Moscow z0o point -to 
this possibility, and it is pleasant to vis- 
ualise the urge towards such experiments 
in the country of dialectical materialism. 
NRL eral ee Christian democracies please 
note ! 


The scope of this work “The Golden 
Feast,”* is immense. But I think there may 
be many who, having read it once, will 
turn back to it often as an anthology; and 
a very fine anthology it is. The author is 
never led aside from’ his theme, but he 
does allow himself a little licence in the 
ource of his qubtations. I was delighted 
to find the wonderful chorus from the Hip- 
polytus of Euripides : 


To the strand of the daughters of the 
Sunset, - ; 
The Apple-Tree, the singing and the 
HOES 3 3 6 


and wondered what he thought of the, to 
me, even more beautiful passage spoken by 
Phaedra in the same plav: 
Oh, take me t othe Mountain! Oh, 
Past the great pines and through the 
wood, 
Up where the laen hounds softly go, 
A-whine for wild things” blood, 
And madly flies the dappled roe... 
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WINDOW WITH BLINDS 


By CYRIL HUGHES 


HERE are some journals whose 
fate it is never to be acquired 
honestly as the result of an ordin- 
ary financial transaction; not at 
any rate by us. One such is the Tilus- 
trated London News, which we have read 
from time to time in libraries, doctors’ 
and dentists’ waiting rooms, and other 
places where time is to be passed or 
nerves soothed. 


The contents of such a journal, if the 
Editor knows his job, should not easily 
date. “Change and decay in all around 
I see” may be a suitable motto for a 
dentist’s waiting room, but that is all the 
more reason why magazines which the 
dentist provides to relieve the minds of 
his waiiting victims should concentrate 
on whatever steadfast and enduring 
thing's can be found in a world of muta- 
bility. For a magazine whose chief func- 
tion is to act as a palliative, perspective 
is all. 

Which is all by way of explanation of the 
fact that the issue of The Ilustrated 
News which has attracted our attention 
is dated Apri] 19, 1952. We have only 
just read it (we refuse to say where); 
but it contains at least one article which 
js diateless, timeless, and plum-full of 
that perspective which makes an aching 
wisdom ‘tooth seem a matter of no 
importance. 

The article is: “ A Window on the’ World; 
The Place of Military History,” by Cyril 
Falls, Chichele Professor of the History 
of War in the University of Oxford. In 
it, the author rightly protests against 
the tendency of the student of general 
history to neglect military history. 


* 


We agree with the author that this is so. 
Young people in this country leave school 
history: that England has won every de- 
eisive battle in history, and that England 
is the most peace loving country in the 
world. 


We agree too that the prevailing ignorance 
of military history is especially deplor- 
able in view of the fact that war is the 
most universal and endurine of human 
activities. To prove this Mr. Falls quotes 
that other great military historian, Mr. 
Churchill, who twenty-three years ago 
wrote: “The story of the human race is 
war. Except for brief and precarious 
intervals there hlas never been peace in 
the world”; and then added, presumably 
drawings on Cabinet sources not avail- 
able to the general public: “and before 
history began murderous strife was uni- 
versal and unending.” 


Nobody, at least, can say that Mr. Churchill 
has not contributed his own inspiring 
chapter to “the story of the human 
race.” But, therein, we feel, lies the 
danger of military history. When a man 
like My. Churchill writes that the story 
of the human race is war, we can never 
be sure that he is stating a fact of the 
past or expressing a hope for the future. 
For if war did not already exist as a 
major human activity, the militarists 
would have to invent it, or seek another 
way of earning. a \iving. 


In fact the military historians have contri- 
buted quite considerably to the almost 
universal acceptance of war as a scheduled 
occupation. Their methods, tnough effec- 
tive, are not always reliable. We recall 
that admirable, and unusually honest, 
military historian, Liddell Hart, writing 
of a French general im the 1914-1918 war, 
who dictated orders for the next day’s 
attack. The attack was to start from a 


position already held by the enemy. When 
this was pointed out to him, he shrugged 
his shoulders and replied: “C’est pour 
Vhistoire.” = 


We are sure that Mr. Falls would not ap- 


prove of this type of mihtary history. 
But we are sure, too, that he would agree 
that the main preoccupation of all of us 
should be, not with the fact that war is 
important, but with how to make it less 
important. This is possible, even in_his- 
tory. Tiake the case of France and Eng- 
Jand. Between 1066 and 1815, England 
and France were at war for 618 years, 
and at peace for only 131 years. These 
two peace loving countries spent six years 
of every seven during all those centuries 
at each other’s throats. Statistics suffi- 
cientiy weighty, one would think, to form 
the basis of a general rule of inevit- 
ability of Franco-British conflict. Yet 
today the only things that divide the two 
countries are the Qhannel, the import 
duties on French wines, and the activities 
of the currency spivs on the Boulevards. 


We feel therefore that the activity of mili- 
tary historians should be directed to- 
wards writing “Finis” to their subject 
in their lifetimes. This, we realise, is 
asking a great deal of them. 


For the ability to wage war is no longer 


regarded as a deplorable necessity which 
every nation must possess; it is actually 
a social necessity, a mark of caste, like 
white gloves and striped trousers. We 
quote no less a sartorial authority than 
the gentle Mr. Anthony Eden, who, argu- 
ing eloquently in the House of Commons 
recently in favour of the rearmament of 
Germany, said: “ We have no choice if 
we are to lay the foundations of Europe 
but to try to bring Germany into the 
family of nations. 


The ‘historians, military and other, who 


train our politicians have indeed done 
their job well. Any waifs and strays 
seeking admission to the family of 
nations must first make sure that they 
can beat the day light out of their pro- 
spective bruvvers and sisters. This is a 
full - blooded drunk - every - night - dead- 
drunk-on-Sundays family, with no room 
for lilywhites. “Dear Adolph, come home, 
You were right. All is forgiven. Need 
your help to knock Uncle Joe’s block orf. 
Maw and Paw.” When the moralists 
praise family life as the basis of our 
society, we know now what they mean. 


* 


Perhaps the military historians could help 


to disabuse many minds if they began to 
write real history. It is inconceivable 
that anyone below the rank of brass-hat 
who knew the full history of any one war 
would ever consent to take part in an- 
other, We invite Mr. Falls, and his 
colleagues, to put themselves out of a 
job by writing the true story of the last 
war, with a detailed analysis of what 
each participating nation gained from it. 
If military history is really to be “a 
window on the world” it is no good 
having the binds down. Then let the 
resuits be distributed to the politicians, 
who have still much to Jearn from 
history. 


As the Ed'tor of the Illustrated London 


News appears to realise. For in ti 
middle of Mr. Falls’ artidle on the vali 
of military history there is a photograph 
of a meeting of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation And the Editor 
has felt constrained to add the following 
footnote: “N.B. The photograph on this 
page does not iflustrate Captain Falls’ 
article.” 


Some peacemaking books and pamphlets 
QUAKERS VISIT RUSSIA 3s. 6d. (6d.) 
The report, as fascinating as it is im- 


portant, of the recent Friends’ Mission. 
Edited by Kathleen Lonsdale. 


THE THEOLOGICAL BASIS 


Sometimes violence in the world of 
nature strikes at that level of awed ap- 
preciation which seems to transcend ethics. 

But Roy Walker’s ideal—iuspiring, and 
much furthered by this book—is what he 


decribes Leonardo da Vinci as being, “a OF CHRISTIAN PACIFISM 5s. (4d.) 
Seg? puman mene in full Syma by Canon Charles E. Raven ? 
with its total natural and sentient en- a : 

ivan iene IN FACE OF FEAR 12s. 6d. (7d.) 


Freda Troup’s biography of i 
Leonardo, he goes on to say, was pro- Scott. Sites gay 


phetic, perhaps, of a miraculous equilib- 


rium beyond the understanding of most ON ee 3d. (14d.) 
human beings, and figures in the eyes of y » Michael Scott, 
history as “a sort of eccentric neutral in| FREEDOM FROM WANT 6d. (13d.) 


a survey by Grigor McClelland. 
EAST-WEST TRADE AND 
OUR ECONOMIC CRISIS 
by David Wightman. 
DEFENCE WITHOUT ARMS 3d. (14d.) 
Dorothy Glaister on non-violence. 
KASHMIR r 1s. (2d.) 
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a tug-of-war between self-denying hermits 
and self-centred ravishers, both of whom 
fail in opposite ways to achieve any sort 
of harmony with the good earth and its 
creatures.” 


Roy Walker, as is to be expected from 
a sensitive and subtle interpreter of Shak- 
speare, has an appreciation of poetry which 
is often apparent in his own prose, as 
when, in the chapter ‘From Town to Town 
of the Roman Lands” speaking of the 
“isms” with which we are all sa much con- 
cerned—pacifism, vegetarianism, anarch- 
ism and so forth, he tells us how “at the 
golden touch of Hesiod’s or Ovid’s lines 
the clumsy polysyllables crack their seed 
cases and flower into the variegated life 
and colour of 4 single vision.” 


Rov Walker’s vision, though wide, is 
notably single. and this book, tracing its 
recurring manifestation through poets and 
thinkers from Orpheus and Pythagoras 
down to Yeats and Shaw, is a worthy ex. 
pressiion of it, : 


GWYNETH ANDERSON 
* By Roy Walker. Rochliff, 18s. 
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PACIFISM AND SOME 
CHRISTIAN CENTRALITIES 


TPHOSE who know Norman Goodall will 

not be surprised at the excellence of this 
pamphlet. I am not given to buying: pam- 
phlets; but this is definitely one to acquire. 
it is an extension of a paper that Mr. 
Goodall read a year ago to the Congrega- 
tional Pacifist Crusade. 


He became a pacifist as a young man 
towards the end of the first world war. 
Despite all discouragements he is still one 
(He is secretary of the Inter- 

Missionary Council.) But he 
does not believe in offering pacifism as a 
practical political policy. There is no 
guarantee that it will work: the probability 
to begin with is that it will seem to fail. 

Therefore it is the heart of the Gospel that 
must be preached and lived. Pacifism will 
follow. But it cannot successfully be 
isolated from its religious context. The 
basis of pacifism (among other things) is 
the transcendent nature of God, the several 
remorseless uncompromising ethical de- 
mands of the Gospel on the idividual, and 
the fact that Love( the Holy Spirit) is the 
only real power, 


Whether in part this is saying at greater 
length and in different language what the 
Peace Pledge Union says more briefly I am 
not sure. The paper does not allude to the 
possibility that events may prove so tragic 
that it will become practical politics ta em- 
bark specifically on a Christian pacifist 
crusade. But Mr. Goodall must surely 
challenge all pacifists when he says (by 
implication) that people will not today be 
converted to pacifism unless they believe 
in the power of love because thev see it 
corporately tried out. P.H.F. 


The duty of 


Noncontormity 


Of Holy 
Pendle Hall Publications, 
Pennsylvania, 35 cents. 


TN this pamphlet the author (who has 

himself canried his non-confermity to 
the point of refusing to pay taxes) dis- 
cusses the problem of whether alternative 
service to conscription should be accepted. 
Although he refers directly to the Amer:can 
Civilian Service camps, all that he says, 
and says so well, applies to British alterna- 
tive service schemes as ‘well. 

There is, however, as he suggests, a 
much wider field im which the problem may 
be considered. Whilst it is true that wide- 
spread ‘and irrespons'ble law-breakine can 
create chaos, it is equally true that “non- 
conformity, Holy Disobedience, becomes a 
virtue and indeed a necessary and imndis- 
pensable measure of spiritual self-pure- 
servation, in a day when the impulse to 
conform, to acquiesce. to go along, is the 
instrument which i's used to subject men to 
totaktarian rule... .” 

To create the impression of at least out- 
ward unan‘mity, the impression that. there 
jis no “real” opposition, is something for 
which all dictators and military leaders 
strive assiduously, and the more tt seems 
that there is no opposition, the less worth- 
while it seems to an even larger number 
of people to cherish even the thought of 
opposition. 

ih T:R.D3 
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THE following item comes from 
Bolton Evening News: ’ 

“A sergeant-major in camp with the 
Bolton Artillery boasts that he has come 
further than anybody else to do his Z-train- 
ing—he received his notice to report for 
training in South Africa. 

“Without hesitation he agreed to come to 
Britain, but what everybody wants to know 
is how the War Office reacts to a claim for 
travelling expenses which cannot amount 
to’much less than £200.” 


Disobedience, by A. J. Muste. 
Wallingford, 


the 
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Book the date now 
PEACE NEWS’ [6th BIRTHDAY MEETING 
jointly with the Dick Sheppard Memoria! Gathering 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, CONWAY HALL. 
All PN readers and frie nds invited. 


‘For this 13 months 


jug | give thanks’ 


MEETING THE WETBACKS 


The writer, an American CO, 
was sentenced to three years im- 
prisonment last year for refusing 
military service. After a_ short 
period in prison in Los Angeles he 
was transferred to No. 1 Prisen 
Camp at Tucson, Arizona, where 
he worked most of the time in the 
hospital as a medical helper and 
also as interpreter. He was re- 
released on parole in February of 
this year. 


INETY per cent. of the popula- 

tion of the Tucson camp, is 
composed of citizens of Mexico who 
have illegally crossed the border into 
the United States. Their sentences, 
as compared with those of the 
American citizen inmates, are short. 


Across the Rio Grande 


Of course there were other prisoners in 
the camp, such ag conscientious objectors, 
and the usual assortment of criminals, 


I learned what are to me two important 
things about Mexican “Wetbacks.” One 
was that I learned to develop a strong dis- 
dain for the term “wetback”; the fother 
yen that I learned how to love the Wet- 

ack. 


What is a Wetback? To most Ameri- 
cans, I suppose, a Wetback is a tramp—a 
Mexican tramp. He is lazy, shiftless, 
dirty, ignorant, greasy, and above all hates 
to work. His nickname comes from the 
old practice of swimming across the Rio 
Grande River into the United States as a 
means of avoiding the U.S. Border Patrol. 


But while in the prison camp I learnt 
much more as to the meanings behind the 
term ‘wetback.” 


This term. signifies poverty — bare 
poverty. It is dirty, dusty clothes, it is 
creaking sandals with old inner tubes of 
rubber for soles. It is all your worldly 
goods packed into a dirty, broken-down 
suitcase. It signifies dirt and filth, it is lice 
in your hair, it is a body which hasn’t been 
bathed in weeks, it is soiled, stinking under- 
clothes. Wetback signifies disease. It is 
syphilis or a constant irritating cough, it 
is fevers, epilepsy, gonorrhoea, or body 
sores, The term means illiteracy, and the 
inability to remember where you were born 
or how old you are, or when your mother 
and father died, or how many brothers and 
sisters you had or have. 


You work for any kind of wage, any- 
where and at any time, and you don’t care 
who cheats you nor of how much.. 


On the other hand, I found another 
side to the varied meanings of the term 
“ wetback.” It also signifies temperament: 
the ability to laugh at the ridiculous, to 
cry when tragedy strikes home and you 
are not there to do something about it, to 
become fiercely angry when someone makes 
fun of you because you haven’t had a hair- 
cut in weeks. 


It means simplicity and peace: the quiet 


farm lad who hadn’t ever seen a building. 


taller than his adobe (mud-brick) home but 
with whom it was such a refreshing de- 
light to converse about planting corn, 
raising cows, and harvesting the crops. 


Wetback means the small 17-year-old 
with a terribly broken forefinger who never 
let ‘out a sound as you frantically tried to 
set the broken bone. It means the dodder- 
ing old man with the weather-beaten face 
whom everyone called tio (uncle) a-d who 
kept us splitting our sides with laughter 
as he tried to dance the Mexican Hat Dance 
in the centre of the camp yard. The term 
further means the young revolutionary 
student—intelligent, with flashing eyes, 
and filled with ideas of peace, justice, and 
social righteousness for his people. 


But they were personalities 


J found myseli dealing with personalities, 
not wetbacks. And those qualities of love. 
hatred, sorrow, fear—those problems of 
disease, illiteracy, and poverty were the 
same qualities and problems that can be 
pour among my own people in the United 

es. 


As I said before, I also learned to love 
these citizens of Mexico. A deep sense of 
fellowship wes engendered out of this com- 
mon confinement. As we began sharing 
each others’ temperaments other fine quali- 
ties began to emerge. There was, for 
example, the profound respect they had for 
you because you bothered to learn their 
language (such was not the case with the 
guards, only three of whom spoke Spanish). 
This respect at once humbled me and made 
me see how so many of the open conflicts 
between the inmates and guards and among 
the inmates themselves were because of 
this language barrier. 


There were the periods of comradeship 


IRENOUNCE WARAND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, Is 


/ the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 


wih some fellow with whom you would not 
have a thing in common on the outside, but 
inside you shared a common status: you 
were both prisoners. The companion'ships 
were lasting and struck to the roots of sin- 
cerity. And as you bandaged up their in- 
juries gave them routine pills, and argued 
for them with the “Doc” about theiy aches 
and pains, you got to know some of the 
psychological and social problems which 
beset many of these fellows. 


“My family was starving” 


Your own problems cropped up. too. and 
you found some problems in common. 


“Ask this guy,” said the parole officer, 
“why he came to the United States.” You 
ask the boy why he came to the United 
States. He answers: “My family was 
starving. What could I do? I had to 
earn money somewhere.” 


And then you remember once when you, 
too, were out of a job, and you speculate on 
what you culd have done had you not con- 
veniently found a job... 

These Mexican citizens and J never talked 
much about such things as peace and war. 
This may be due chiefly to the fact that we 
were all in such a situntion that we could 
really do very little abvut it except talk. 

This experience as a numbered man, how- 
ever, gave me basic training in the learning 
of on important lesson: that peacemaking 
also involves the establishmant of rapport, 
mutual trust and confidence between indivi- 
duals—a pattern of behaviour in the prac- 
tice of which many of us so-called peace- 
makers are notoriously poor. | ; 

For this 13month experience in the “jue” 
I give thanks. Furthermore, I am convinced 
that no CO”s time need be wasted while in 
prisons So very much depends simply upon 
how creatively he is willing and able to use 
the tremendous amount of time that is sud- 


denly given to him by forced confinement. 


Pacific Pacts and UN Charter 


N August and September, 1951, 
four Trzaties were signed by the 
United States and_ certain pacific 
countries. These Treaties have a 
number of common features, not 
only with each other, but with the 
North Atlantic Treaty. 

Ali claim to be entered into under the 
Paovinions of Articles 51 and 52 of ‘the 
United Nations Charter. All claim to be 
for collective defence against armed 
attack against any of their number. All 
profess to adhere to the purposes and 
principles of the United Nations. 


the ovrovisions of 


Let us examine 
Articles 51 and 52 of the Charter. 
_ Article 51 acknowledges the “Inherent 


right of individual or collective selif-de- 
fence ... wumiti] the Security Council has 
taken the measures necessary to maintain 
international peace and_= security .. .- 
measures taken by members in the exer- 
cise of this right of self defence shall be 
immediately reported to the Security 
Council and shall not in any way affeat 
the authority and responsibility of the 
Security Council ... to take at any time 
such action as it deems necessary in order 
to maintain and restore international 
peace and security.” : 

Article 52 authorises “The existence of 
Regional arrangements and agencies pro- 
vided that such arrangements and agencies 
and their activities are consistent with the 
purposes and principles of the United 
Nations... ” and that these regional ar- 
mngements are subject to the right of 
the Security Council and Genera] Assem- 
bly to deal with any such disputes. 


Security Council ignored 


No reference is made im these five pacts 
to the limited and temporary action these 
Anticles authorise or to the specific reten- 
tion of  oversriding powers by the 
Security Council and the General Assem- 
bly to deal with all disputes. Neither is 
any reference made to Article 53 which 
stipulates “that no enforcement action 
shall be taken under regional arrange- 
ments or by regional agencies without the 
authorisation of the Security Council.” 

Nor is there any reference made to 
Article 54 which requires that the 
“Security Council shall at all times be 
kept fulty informed of activities under- 
taken by regional agencies for the main- 
tenance of international peace and 
security.” 

No provision has been made in any of 
these five Pacts to conform to the pro- 
visions of Article 102 of the Charter under 
which “every Treaty or International 
Agreement entered into by any member of 
the United Nations ... shall as soon as 
possible, be registered with the Secretariat 
and be published by it, nor to Article 103 
which states “that in the event of conflict 
between obligations of the members of the 
Umniited Nations under the present Charter 
and obligations under any other Inter- 
national Agreement, their obhations 


under the present Charter shall prevail.” 
These omissions are sign*ficant. 
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As we realise the common life underlying 
all individual lives, he continued, we el 
visage the classless society in which “ the 
welfare of all is the welfare of each” and 
“from each according to his ability and te 
each according to his needs” become thé 
guiding principles. 


so 
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the House of Lords; and a governmen® 

members of which could be recalled if Be 

no longer truly represented the peop 

Most important of all, since all want peacer | 
}t would mean a war-free world. 

To achieve true democracy throughout 
the world, he urged that the work of pac! 
fist bodies should be co-ordinated, an intet- tra 
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who were responsible for bringing Ut) 
into existence were conscious of the im 
that these Pacts were a breach of the 
obligations under the Charter. . 

We are justified in concluding that ther 
deliberately purposed to link these Pate 
with the United Nations Charter with a- 
hope of gaining the support of Par 
ments and peoples of the world. 
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'Paeifism and the Social Order 


the greatest pacifist of all gave us hope to 


| The following are extracts from a number of the letters whch have reached us an 
* - - 46 a 4.) - . wt 
Tesponse to the invitation contained in the paragraph “Pacifism and the Social Order 


a e issue for August 15. ! L 
ation of the greatest variety of points of 
'AS a pacifist for well over fifty years I 
le. have seen it necessary Lo envisage a 
Sotiety which gives others the same hberty 
| that we claim for ourselves—ior instance, 
the liberty ‘to wefuse to obey an 
{der ore believes to be objectionable. Also 
the liberty to vefuse to give an order of 
Ynich one does not approve. Experience 
0 barracks and prisons has impressed on 
™ the importance of this latter right. 
“vernmental methods are an objectionable 
Substitute for direct action—the faith to 
Tanslate pacifist tenets into realities. 

it was supyested lately in Peace News 
Mat pacifists shoukd avoid the use of rice 
Deause it is 2 primary requirement of 
M™poverished castern peoples. Tea also 
Mght be even up so that the natives of 
Ceylon and elsewhere might be able to grow 
More food of which they have so little. 


B. J. OVER, 


Weston Super Mare. 


THE social organisaton which I should 
welcome is one which would establish 
the EQUAL rights to life of all men by: 
(a) Collecting the Keonomic lent of Land, 
o ensure that the community shall share in 
the value attachng to the natural resources 
“A value which the community has created, 
{Md to facilitate access to these regources. 
(b) Removing all taxes and restrictions 
labour, leaving to a man the products of 
Wabour which are his and his alone. | 
(et) Repealing all laws which restrict 
Tada petween nations and prevent men 
hee exchanging the products of their 
i bour one with another, and thus help to 
“sen international tension and_fricton. 
ad) Abolishing conscription which takes 
Way a2 mar’s right to hmself. Its very 
Xistence proves that the majority of men 
% not wish to kill one another or the de- 
neeless citizens of other countries: 


P. BAKER, 


Aad 
“‘arnes, 


| CAPITALISM puts possessions, self in- 
ae terest and money in command—not 
"liberately but in its subtle essntial work- 
| “e~it is the enthronement of economic 
‘valry and self seeking among owners and 
Wrkergs alike, and is the forerunner, of 
Mtonalism and actual warfare. Socialism 
leves in a new system as both right and 
actical, whidh would substitute new 
Yalues at the working centre, which would 
Dut need and justice and service first, which 
Would be truly interrational, cutting at the 
Ots of materialism and selfishness; that 
Sthe enthronement of love in every depart- 
Ment of life. 
mats Precisely because the Labour govern- 
area did not contract out of capitalism that 
.' Tailed to outlaw war and armaments, that 
x Was nationalistic, remained tied to 
mmerica and high finance and was unable 
th evolve a realistic plan for dealing with 
. © Starving millions of the world or give 
lead in solving problems such as those 
Persia, Reypt. Malaya and Africa. 
i: LESLIE LEWIS, 
Pswich. 
~. 
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As this is a free service. we reserve the 
jhe to select for publication notices sent 
ti. e nevertheless desire to make it as 
‘uplete a service as we reasonably can, 
"d therefore urge organisers of events to: 
Send notices to arrive not 
€r than Monday morning. 


pe Include: Date, TOWN, Time, 
ace (hall, street); nature of 
veatts speakers, organisers (and 
th Tetary’s address)—preferably in 


sion. 


Notes for your Diary 


. Town Hall). 


LONDON, 
Alfred School, 


cricket match, 
refreshments: admission 1s, children free. 
HYDE PARK: 6 p.m. 
Open-air mtg. 
MANCHESTER: United Peace Proces- 
Assemble Ardwick Green, 2 p.m.. 


The selection has been made with a view to the represen- 


view. 


AS a pacifist I believe in the sacredness 
*"“ of human life and the right of man to 
himself. If a ‘man has a night to himself, 
it necessarily follows that he has a right to 
what he produces by his own labour, to- 
gether with the right to exchange such pro- 
ducts with his fellow-men. The rights of 
property are natural rights and are essen- 
tial to the hiberty of the individual. 

Natural resources (products not made by 
man, i.e. sea, air, earth—termed “land” in 
the science of political economy) belong to 
no man exclusively but to the community 
equally. Therefore the rent that accrues 
from land should be paid into a common 
fund to be used for communal purposes. 
‘Land rent should be the only source of 
vovernment revenue. 

These two fundamental rights which are 
based on natural laws can be secured by 
government legislation, namely by a 
system of free trade and tax on land values 
all other taxes being removed. 


BETTY WALDEN, 
Chiswick. 


IN my opinion, the positive constructive 
line can only come under heading 
“Christian Communism.” This, in political 
terms can. be summarised as: 

1. Abolition of the private profit 
motive; private rent or divided income and 
private insurances; 

2. Democratic control over all credit 
and money; 

8. Socialisation of all land and products; 

4. The necessity for every fit person to 
work for a wage; national treasures (works 
of art, jewels, etc.) to be held for the com- 
mon good; 

5. A great forward drive in health and 
welfare services. 

6. Total disarmament, and the setting 
up of irternational courts for the settle- 
ment of national disputes. 

7. The making compulsory of a speci- 
fied auxiliary language. 

8. Response to proved and trustworthy 
guidance from spiritual realms, following 
the recogniltion that death is a change of 


environment. 
CONAN SHAW, 
Orpington. 


SMYJANY pacifists whose position is based 
on Christian reasoning naturally find 
themselves 
political 
alike. 
They must be aware that the ideal society 
will never be reached until each unit which 
will go to making up that society under- 
goes some fundamectal changes. To be a 
pacifist at all is to have made a start. to 
have undergone one small but important 
change in personal consciousness; not until 
there is a general drift towards the accord- 
ance and practice of the remaining Chris- 
tiam principles can the ideal society emerge. 
Then, as the greatest of all pacifist 
writers foresaw, government will be re- 
duced merely to the administrative func- 
tions of borough councils. And then, as 


current 
and Socialist 


in conflict with all 
creeds, Capitalist 


side shows, celebrity stall, 


Speakers’ Corner. 


Robert Horniman. PPU.| to publication. 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS are 
required by the Thursday eight days prior 


believe ithe total disappearance of self-m- 
‘terest might make even these unnecessary. 
DERMOT JEFFARES. |; 


Kilmacanogue. 


BASIC equality may be obtained by start- 

ing with first things first. Man is a 
land creature and cannot exist without this 
gift of nature. That all men have an equal 
right to life is universally agreed. The | 
first task of any good society should be to | 
ensure that man’s equal right to land 
(without which his equal right to life be- 
comes a myth) is established and preserved. 
The right of a man to himself, to his 
labour and to what he produces must be 
declared inalienable; likewise his freedom 
to trade and travel. 

By dealing with these great and simple 
questions first and obtaining these basic 
rights we can achieve a society wherein 
man may enjoy the greatest freedom. In a 
society thus envisaged, the small and highly 
complex pllans and methods of ameliorating 
the effects of injustice which occupv the 
minds of some of our leading men ‘today to 
the complete bewilderment of the common 
man, would be superfluous. 

CYRIL NELMS, 


Thornton Heath. 


YOUTH AND TOMORROW 


‘HE FoR Youth Holiday Confer- 
ence, “ Youth and Tomorrow,” 

held recently at Buxton, was attended 
by fifty young people of various 
denominations from Great Britain: 


and Overseas. 

The importance of pexsonal relationships 
in building a community of friendship was 
stressed by Kenneth Barnes, Headmaster 
of Wennington School, and also by the Rev. 
Alfred Jowett of Sheffield. who led a dis- 
cussion on Industry. There was need 
to inculcate a sense of purpose in service to 
the wider community, said Mr. Jowett, so 
that even the most menial task would be 
felt to have some value. 

Dr. Harold Miller, a scientist engaged in 
medical research, led discussions on 
“Science—for Peace or War?” He said 
that in order that scientific effort might not ! 
be prostituted for war purposes, the com- 
munity must come to the position when war 
was no longer accepted as a legitimate 
method of settling disputes. Similarly a 
vital community concern in meeting ‘the 
needs of the under-developed areas of the 
world would make possible an adequate 
effort by scientists and governments to 
solve this major problem. 

Hugh Faulkner, Organising Secretary of 
the FoR, spoke of his 3-weck visit to the 
Soviet Union in July. He was impressed 
by the sense of purpose in tthe building of 
their Socety which was apparent every- 
where. He said that he and the Rev. Clif- 
ford Macquire had had opportunities for 
discussion with Christians and other leaders 
of Soviet life. Clearly the Soviet people 
had a ireal desire for peace, but many of 
their policies, like those of the West, could 


not be regarded as likely to create an at- 
mosphere for true peacemaking. 
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Up and Doing! 
EVERYONE’S OPPORTUNITY 


NEXT month the shops will start display- 
Fs ing Christmas ware, and every PN 
reader will be able to help subsidise the 
paper by selling our Christmas cards. 

Connie Jones, PPU Field Worker, says 
of this year’s selection “The Christmas 
cards are wonderful, the best selection yet, 
shal] enjoy selling them!” Many famous 
London shops have placed record orders this 
year. 

With the high cost of living, donations 
to the Peace News Fund are lagging far 
behind our needs. We can make up this 
deficit by bumper sales of Christmas cards. 

Full sample sets (16 cards) with full par- 
ticulars ure 5s 6d. Six specimen cards— 
prices varying from 3d to 5d—are 2s. Peace 
Quotation Calendars are 1s 74d, Endsleigh 
Painting Cards—a most attractive “Carols 
of All Lands” assortment of cards for 
colouring—are 2s for a packet of six. All 
these prices include postage. 

Your friends and family, your group, 
club, church and work associates should all 
be interested in the attractive and low- 
priced variety we offer. Quantity sellers 
are allowed discounts for group funds, 
bazaars, ete. 

Use the panel below and send right away 
for your samples. 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS, 8 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 
Please send 


Sample Sets (16 asstd) 5s 6d eu. .....0... 


Sample Sets (6 asstd) 2s ea. 


Pkts, Endsleigh Painting Cards 
2s ea. 


Calendars 
is TAd ea. Gecesscee 


Peace Quotation 


Ienclose £ 


BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 


Cereeenvonennenrseserrscers Cee neerneencnncctscnseeenes 


ASIAN CONGRESS FOR WORLD 
FEDERATION 

HAITHERTO all international gatherings 

organised by the “World Movement 
for World Federal Government” have been 
held in Europe. The “Union for World 
Federal Government” (Japanese section of 
the “World Movement”) and the Japanese 
Parliamentary Committee for World Fed- 
eraton have now sponsored an Asian Con- 
gress for World Federation, to be held at 
Hiroshima from November 3-6, 1952. The 
purpose of the congress is to stimulate the 
development of World Government move- 
merts in other Asiatic countries, and to 
contribute towards mutual understanding 
and cooperation among the peoples of those 


countries, Lord Boyd Orr, ex+President of 
the “World Movement,” wil) be present. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


respondence, visit) 5s. 


application to the Friends’ 
Committee, Friends’ 
London. 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP gives prompt 
postal service for all your book require- 


ments. 


SPEAKING & WRITING lessons (cor- 
Dorothy Matthews, 


Home Service 
House, Euston Road. 


Entire profits go to Peace News. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


L : mn P ri BOOKS ices i 
CHELSEA: 8 p.m. Manor St. (Opposite Hain OLESEN votlicedien one Monday | pa. 32 Primrose _ Hill Read, London. | ayy ‘inde, is Veneer tae Small tae 
Open-air mtg. PPU. TERMS: Cash with order. 3d 4 N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. large quantities collected in the London 
Pa i) ey Rox N ede Srey RE area. Large quantities anywhere. Or 
Sunday, September 7 Pleased cone eal tan Lec seal oat. LITERATURE. &c. . send to: Peter Eaton (Booksellers) Ltd. 
N.W.1l: 2.30 pm. King ease con send stamps in payments QUAKERISM Information and Litera-| 154 Notting Hill Gate. London. W.11 x 
nr. Golders Grn. Under-|¢°ePt for odd. pence. Maximum length | ture respecting the Faith and Practice of | “16 ft. CABIN CRUISER with dinghy. 
ground; PPU London Area Garden Party; PaccouNawe! 3 Blackstock Road. Na teS: | the Religious Society of Friends, free on| £99, Moored Chiswick. RELiance 3466. 


PRINTERS’ OFFCUTS at Bargain 
Prices. Fine quality white glossy paper 
13° x 73” 238: per 100. Yellow cards 
Giaex. 12980 Hor a2 3d/geed 1337100 
for 4s. Other cards for sale. Cash with 


order. Carriage paid. John Miller, White- 


4 march off 2.30, arrive Platt Fields 3.30 Enquiries welcome, please send s.a.e. for aan 
order and style. for open-air meeting. Speaker: Stuart R MEETINGS latest list. Housmans Bookshop (Peace Ri tgeesdge Cie 
4 29 Morris: offers of help with posters and INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Bath, Every |News Ltd), 3 Blackstock Road, London, MODERN HOUSES and _ businesses of 
Friday, August leaflets to Fred Barton, Friends’ Mtg Ho,| Tuesday. 7.30 p.m. Royal Literary and|}N.4. Tel. STA 2262. all kinds urgently required for waiting 
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“Mtiral Seymour Rd; Brains Trust on} Fellowship THE ANNUAL General Meeting of Pax fae Mapletecd Bao awe 


*eace and War” pacifist, political, in- 


i : ‘ “J will be held at 38 Gordon Square, London, 
a ene and youth points of view. Rye nueday ope ey  Mtg| W.C-l. on September 6 at 2.30 p.m. YOUNG MAN, 27, knowledge of Mathe- 
wich Peace Council. Ho. ‘Bush Ramee The Medical Da anteintion Address by Rev. Conrad Pepler, ©.P.| matics, Physies and Chemistry beyond 
. s : “Modern War and the Traditions of | intermediate B.Sc., seeks post in teaching 


Saturday, August 30 


y LIVERPOOL: 3 p.m. Friends’ Mtg Ho, 
punter St (behind Walker Art Gallery). 
neu N.W. Area Mtg; business: Weekend 
#OMference September 27-28 and delegation 
N abour Party Conference at Morecambe 
‘tember 28. 


Figgis. 


come. 


Sunday, August 31 


n HYDE PARK: 6 p.m. Speakers’ Corner. 
en-air mtg. Jack Sutherland. PPU. 


for the Prevention of War.” PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.2: 
Inn Fields. 
PRUs 


Saturday, September 13 
LONDON, 
pard House, 6 Endsleigh St Business mtg. 
PPU_ Religion Commission; 


MANCHESTER: Afternoon peace poster 
parade outside Free Trade Hall, where Mr. 
Attlee is to address a Labour Party meet- 


ss 
Lincolns | Peace. 


Patrick 


12.30 p.m. 


Open-air mtg. Rey. 


follaws. 


W.C.1: 3 p.m. Dick Shep- 


All welcome. 
WEIGH HOUSE Church, Duke Street. 
; W.1. (Bond St. Tube), Sunday evenings at 
7. The Gospel of Peace! 


or other work. Box 453. 


‘watermarked Bond. 
250 for 17s. 6d.. 
‘half price plus 2s. 


Social hour 500 for 32s. 


3d. 


visitors wel- 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED & 
OFFERED 
BEXHILL-ON-SEA. 


House. Attractive. Comfortable.. Vacancies. 
Mrs. Cates. The White House, Belle Hill. 


£1 183. 
per 100, 20s. per 250, 
£3 10s. per 1000. 
Cash with order. 
Stroud, Glos. 


37s. 6d. 


Vegetarian Guest 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


YOUR OWN private letterheads on best 
8” x 10” 100 for &s.. 


Addressed _post- 
cards: 250 for Ils., 500 for 20s., 
Visiting cards 3” x 13” 8s. 9d. 


Coloured 1s. 3d. extra. 
John Miller, Whiteway, 


Parsons and Co., 18, Maplestead Rd., S.W.2. 
TUL. 3052. 


ECONOMY LABELS. expense 
and envelopes, help to publicise Peace 
News, by using PN Economy Labels. Large 
size, attractively printed, 1s. for 50, 1s. 9d. 
100, 17s. 6d. 1,000, post free. Plain 1s. 6d. 
100, 13s. 6d. 1,000, post free. Peace News 
Publications Dept. 3 Blackstock Road, N.A. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


WAR RESISTERS’ International 
comes gifts of foreign stamps and un- 
damaged air mail covers. Please send to 
WRI, Lansbury House, 88 Park Avenue. 
Bush Hill Park. Enfield Middlesex. 
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Sex ese 


1000 for 


wel- 
per 500, 
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EMRYS HUGHES, MP 
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PEACE 


OFF TO CHINA... 


Y the time Peace News reaches 
its readers this week I hope to 
be in China. 


It is a long way from Prestwick 
to Pekin and I am travelling ail the 
way by air via Prague and Moscow 
and then over Siberia and Mongolia, 
a journey which will take about five 
days. 

We are four Labour MP’s, Sidney Silver- 
man, Desmond Donelly, Geoffrey Bing and 
myself, a number of University professors, 
doctors, trade unionists and others who 
during the last few years have been doing 
what we could to work for better relation- 
ships between this country and China, and 
trying to advocate policies which will end 
the war in Korea and prevent the large 
seale all-out war with Ghina, which would 
be a disaster for the Chinese and ourselves. 


* 


No doubt we will be criticised for going, 
and meet with the usual accusation that we 
are Communists and fellow travellers and 
what not. That was what happened when 
we went to the Moscow Economic Con- 
ference. But I have no regrets at having 
gone to Moscow and discussed the econo- 
mic problems of the world with the people 
who gathered there. 


Indeed our own, economic position has 
steadily worsened since then and nearly 
everything that was said in Moscow about 
the need for developing trade relationships 
between East and West has been more than 
justified. 


What is more, one of the important 
recommendations of the Moscow Economic 
Conference that we should all in our own 
countries advocate that a World Economic 
Conference under the auspices of the 
United Nations Organisation should be 
called has now become the official policy of 
the Labour Party. 

One of the strongest cases made for a 
World Economic Conference. under the 
auspices of UNO was recently made inde- 
pendently by Mr. Hugh Gaitskell in an ad- 
dress in the United States. 


Nobody can prophesy dogmatically 
whether we are going to drift into the Third 
World War or not, but if it is averted it 
will be as a result of compromise between 
the East and the West, come to by the 
governments of akl countries realising that 
war in the atom age would be a ecatas- 
trophe for all. 


* 


That is why it is important to rally pub- 
lic opinion in every country in favour of 
the methods of peaceful negotiation. And 
the more people who can be brought to- 
gether to meet each other from Communist 
and non-Communist countries the more 
hope there is that reason may prevail. 


I do not think that there are many 
people in Britain who want to go to war 
with China. There are probably more in 
America where there is a school that 
argues that an all-out bombing attack on 
China, and the bombardment and blockade 
of the Chinese ports would be the way to 
bring the Korean war to a conelusion. 

At one critical stage in the Korean con- 
flict Mr. Attlee, then Prime Minister in the 
Labour Government, flew over to Washing- 
ton and made it quite clear that Britain was 


PPU London Area 


Garden Party | 


%King Alfred School, North End Road® 
(near Golders Green Station) 
SUNDAY, 7th SEPTEMBER 
2.30 p.m. 

CRICKET MATCH, Community Dancing, 
Sports for children and adults. ~Sideshows. 
Celebrity Bookstall. 


ADMISSION 


TEAS AND J /- 
(Children Free) | 


RFFRESHMENTS 


GIVE THE DEAN A HEARING 
EMPRESS HALL, 
— EARLS COURT — 
Sunday, September 14, 6-30 p.m. 


|| The Dean of Canterbury will speak 
| || with THE DUKE OF BEDFORD 
||| and other speakers in support 
Tickets (I guinea, IQs. 6d. 5s. 2s. 6d.) 
from 
The Vestry, 25 Old Gloucester Street, 
Southampton Row, London, W.C.| 
Sa = 


{ 


SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 
LONDON AND MIDDLESEX QUARTERLY 
MEETING PEACE COMMITTEE 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
CONFERENCE 


Men and Women 16—18 years 
Saturday, 13th September, 2.30 p.m. 
Friends Hause, Euston oad, N.W.1. 

Discussion of queries and _ perplexities 

National Service Act and pacifism. 

KINDLY SEND POSTCARD IF INTENDING 
TO BE PRESENT 


re 


not prepared to back any gamble of this | 


kind. 

Myr. Churchill, too, although he is not so 
decided in his policy has move than once 
indicated that he would regard a war with 
China as tthe wrone war, at the wrong 
‘ime, in the wrong place. 


% 


He has not been too keen about the war 
in Korea, and would prefer that we should 
not become embroiled in a war in the Far 
Bast. 

But if we are not to drift into a hideous 
war with China what can ‘be done to pre- 
vent it? That is one of the things that I 
want to find out. 

We know that national opinion in China 
is embittered against the West’as a result 
of Korea. Whether we like it or not they 
see Korea as an intervention of the West 
in the affairs of Asia; and the large scale 
bombing, the threat to the towns near the 
Yalu River, and the accusations about bac- 
teriological warfare have all made a pro- 
found impression in the Far East. 

Millions of people in China believe that 
this is all a prelude to the invasion of the 
Chinese mainland by the forces of Chiang 
Kai shek and of another possible invasion 
by a Japan trained and armed by the West. 

There is no reason for believing that the 
Chinese Communist government wishes to 
precipitate a war, for they have not moved 
against Hong Kong. 


+ 


Ought we not then to do all that rests 
in our power to make it clear to the 
Chinese that there is a public opinion in 
Britain that does not believe in the atom 
bombing of China, that wishes to end the 
war in Korea, and is opposed to any attempt 
to carry out a war of intervention by Wes- 
tern imperialism and to any crusade 
against Communism in China. 


The usual criticism of the Communist 
countries is that they have erected an iron 
curtain between themselves and the rest of 
the world. 


But when they ask people from Britain 
wino are not hostile to them to come to see 
what is going on, why should we refuse ? 

After all it is immensely important that 
we in Britain should have some idea of 
what is taking place in China. That is 
why I have accepted the invitation of the 
Chinese People’s Institute of Foreign 
Affairs to visit Pekin and other places in 
China. The more coming and going there 
is between ws the better. I have no fixed 
opinions about China except that I don’t 
want to see a war with the Chinese and I 
want. to see an end to the war in Korea. 

So I am going to see for myself. I will 
let Peace News readers have some impres- 
sions when I return. 


NEWS 


Aug 29 1952 


“When the last war ended the average 


a characteristic of war, yet there are 
chance of effective defence. ... What 


explosive is the answer, . 


ie Hyde Park last Sunday, a young 
man informed me with great 
indignation, that British armaments, 
including the atom bomb, were for 
‘detence and defence only. Later an 


elderly woman, who had not heard 
‘the young man’s remarks, told me, 
with an indignation equal to his, that 
Russia wanted peace, and was arm- 
ing only for defence. 


There can be no doubt that the words 
used about war and peace have largely Jost 
their original meanings. These two ques- 
tiorers represent roughly the average reac- 
tion of the Russian svmpathiser or Com- 
munist, and the ordinary patriotic Britisher 
to any suggestion of disarmament. 


Yet both of them, from their opposite 
standpoints, speak and think of defence in 
a completely different sense from the Sun- 
day Times contributor, Myr. Colston Shen- 
herd. He is seriously offering for con- 
sideration the views of experts on the pos- 
sibility of defendine: towns and citles, fac- 
tories, farms, and human beings from the 
weapons with which another world war will 
be fought. 

His approach to the question is one which 
conceives defence as a resistance aeainst 
atomic attack, and takes no account of 
reasons for the attack, or the rights and 
wrones of the use of any particular 
weapon. It is significant that he cannot 
pronounce that the experts have found any 
way to prevent bombers, whitch will carry 
the means of mass destruction. from pene- 
ean the defences of any firontiers to- 
day. 


# 


Indiscriminate devasitatio’ is the war 
weapon of to-day, and there is, in fact, 
no defence against it; Governments cannot 
protect their nationals, they can ‘only 
attack other nationals with the same 
wenpors and in the same way. = 

The average citizen accepts the policy 
of great armaments and weapons of mass 
annihilation, not because he believes that 
they can in fact save his life in war, but 
because he likes to believe that there will 
be no war on account of the fear engen- 
dered by such weapons in other countries 
if they are possessed in a large enough 
quantity. 

He bases all his hopes on this attempt tc 
terrify the enemy, and often supports his 


‘Det l 
erence WI 
i assessing the practicability of 
non-violent resistance we cannot 
avoid beiniz obsessed by fears of its 
helplessness when pitted against the 
fiendish destructive power of modern 
armies. ‘‘ Al] very well to point to 
Gandhi’s success in face to face con- 
tacts with the relatively humane 
British Raj, but what if his followers 
had had to face a Panzer division, 
an atom bomb ?” 


The illuminating irstances of non- 
violence in South Africa and India des- 
eribed in Defence Without Arms, by 
Dorothy Glaister (8d. PN Publications 
Dept.) are bound to lead on to such ques- 
tions and it is right that they (should. As 
Dorothy Glaister points out, in the non- 
violence campaigns conducted by Gandhi 
the psychological initiative was on the side 
of the Satvagrahis. But it must be re- 
membered first that the peculiar conditions 
of the Indian struggle gave the initiative 
into their hands for the Satyagrahis, were, 
if one can use the phrase, the non-violent 
aggressors. 


Secondly they were ranged against men, 
who however heavily armed, were still not 
mere buttion pressers or machine minders, 
still not automata morally neutered by the 
immense destructive force at their disposal. 


The behaviour of Wolves 


The psychological mechanism associated 
with nan-violent resistance is indeed power- 
ful. There is a startling and illuminating 
analysis given of it in the final chapter of 
King Solomon’s Ring, in which the author 
shows how he learned from the behaviour 
of wolves which, when defeated, expose their 
necks to their conquerors, the meaning of 
Christ’s injunction to turn the other cheek. 

We should turn it, he writes, not in the 
hope of being struck ‘again (how this 
illuminates the corrupt masochism of much 
of our Pacifist thinking) but because 
through this expression of trust in the con- 


science and moral feeling of the other, we j 


hope to prevent him from striking. 


Yet how can this sold-new force be 
brought to bear on the cruel welter of 
modern mass movements and international 
brigandry ? While not sparing ourselves 


in efforts of positive peace-making, we must 
be ready for the likelihood of these efforts 
failing to halt the march of international ' 


thout arms’ 


injustice and indeed for these efforts them- 
selves to be interpreted by other fear-domi- 
nated groups as no more than signs of 
weakness (Ribbentrop tells in his diaries 
how he advised Hitler to march into Poland 
because “Britain was too pacifist to fight’’). 
This is when the test will come. 


The discipline of non-violence 


Are we as Pacifists merely going to “ap- 
pease”——a course which Gandhi always in- 
sisted to be worse than armed resistance— 
or are we going to have the courage and 
faith to advocate immediate and positive 
non-violent action on a large scale? Such 
action against a modern army would meed 
nation-wide training, discipline and pre- 
paration as intensive as that given to the 
zrmed forces, and much, much greater 
faith. The implications of advocating such 
a policy are far-reaching. Are pacifists as 
yet prepared to face them ? 


That we are beginning to do so is proved 
perhaps by the series of Peace News pub- 
lications on the alternative to war, which 
Dorothy Glaister usefully initiates with this 
pamphlet, 


HALLAM TENNYSON si! 


SYBIL MORRISON 


man had came ty segard war in modern 


terms as less a matter of tactics and strategy than of massive and almost 
indiscriminate destruction, Competition in destruction seems likely to remain 


developments whieh promise 


ts needed is blast at close quarters to 


to the atom bomb carrier; and a guided missile carrying a fuiy Inad of high 
. In many res pects the success of the quided missile 
ull probably depend xpon the skill and experience of the RAF ta give tt 
fall operational efficiency.’—Myr. E. Colston ’ 


n Shepherd, Aix Correspondent, | 
Sunday Times, August 24, 1952. 


argument with ine outworn one that gas 
was not used for fear of retaliation; fail 
ing’ to see that war itself is a process based 
entirely upon retaliation, and that all the, 
millions of gallons of poison gas possessed | 
by both sides failed to prevent war, Re! 
faliation is the modern equivalent of the’ 
old conception of defence. 


The sea was once Britain’s surest defence 
against invasion; it was too difficult to land | 
troops on treacherous sandy beaches, stee? 
cliffs and rocky shores. But now with the 
help of jet planes,  faster-than-sound| 
rockets, and atom bombs, a country ean be} 
ree into surrender without invasion a 
all. 


* 
| 


The majority of people in this country, 
who continued until recently, to think 
terms of “drawing the sword,” “backs 4 
the wall” and “fighting for defence a 
one’s home” are being forced, through the 
popularising of science, and tihe publicity 
given to all kinds of theories in repare 
the development of war weapons, to Sé@é! 
the dangerous reality that lies In the actual 
use of such “defences.” | 

Ti is partly because the immense gap be 
tween the old method of defence, and th 
new one of anrihilatine attack, 1 all 
its atomie vileness is beginning to he 8% 
parent to the public, that the cry Feae 
1s so attractive; the ery “Disarm | stl | 
holds terrors for those imprisoned in tM 
fear of vulnerability to wanton attack. », 

The human race is faced with total 
death, and it rather naturally turns ng 
head aside from the stark and tertily 
spectacle, Each step, therefore, 1 dt 
building up of public conscience again 
war thas to be made in accordance W™ 
what the public mind can accept. | 

The pac'fist rampart against war 3S ‘on 
upon the firm and unassailable founda | 
of the individual conviction of its evil, at 

ns 


a 
personal resistance to its demands; t™%4 
and that alone is the real defence agal 
war, and the positive path to peace. 


® Behind the news! 
(Continued from page two) : 
Now the deadlock has b 


ect 


kettle black. : the 
narrowed down to the question of et 
future of prisoners of way this ma. ee 


should be regarded as outside the prov), 
of the negotiators who were appointed ., 
decide on the military requirements fo 
armistice. This is a political matte “4; 
within the power of the conferene® .o¢ 
Panmunjom to solve. We are glad le 
a renewal of concern among many pe 
gates to the UN. Unless there cam 5, 
agreement for an immediate armistic®,, 
the terms already accepted by both So 
and on the understanding that the que it | 
of the future of P.o.W’s will come WI’. 
the terms of the peace treaty itself, it ¥y 
be essential that there ‘should be 4 ie 
dress debate on the whole Korean probie’ 
when the Assembly next meets. 


| 


H. J]. Massingham | 


J. MASSINGHAM has been famou| 
* in journalism and for his love 4) 
the land for many years. He was net | 
a pacifist but he was an unremitting 377) 
vocate of the righit wse of the Jand, of sey 
husbandry, and of the encouragement, i¢ 
rural crafts: ~All of these things are be. 
to the good and whole, therefore wh? A 
some, life, which is the essential to 
building of a truly peaceful society. 


eee 
AUBREY BROCKLEHURS | 


Watch and Jewellery repairer 


J 
A new stock of watches has just arrived, prices re 
to £25. Enquiries weleomed. Goods sent on AP! 


l 
Dick Sheppard Ho. 6 Endsleigh St. W.C.I. Tel EUS | 


Come and regain health and vitality 


You can enjoy natural healing in a friendly atmosphere where 
sympathetic understanding and every help are given, combined 


Home of Healing 


beautiful pleasure gardens where ail-round Nature Cure and. Spiritual 
Healing are given. 
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in this lovely Manor House and its 
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with sound Naturopathic treatment. 
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Telephone No.: Middle Woodford 206. 
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